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Song Lyrics Research Report 

Introduction and Key Takeaways 

Song lyrics are one of the most popular consumer content categories on the Web.  ¢ƘŜ ǇƘǊŀǎŜΣ άǎong 

ƭȅǊƛŎǎέ ǿŀǎ the sixth most popular search query in 2006 (read the Ask.com study), excluding queries for 

individual song titles or lyric phrases.  According to Compete.com, three popular lyrics sites (lyrics.com, 

azlyrics.com and sing365.com) aggregated over 10M visitors in July 2007. 

Key Takeaways 

 Song lyrics are copied extensively across lyrics aggregators, fan sites and social networks ς 1524 

copies were found across 300 sites. 

 This proliferation of lyrics content represents a significantly underutilized business opportunity 

for artists and music distributors.  Elements of this opportunity include the ability to increase 

traffic and search rank of official sites by harvesting attribution links from copies; potential 

revenue sharing from advertising on pages with lyrics content; and the ability to place 

promotional information or widgets on pages that include lyrics. 

 The lyrics phenomenon illustrates the complex relationships between links, search engine 

results and advertising networks.  Advertising-driven lyrics sites place well in popular search 

engines such as Google, and advertising systems such as Google AdSense present high click-

value advertising that in many cases is specifically targeted to the specific lyrics copied. 

 The performance of Yahoo Music -- the only online lyrics service to receive rights from music 

publishers to republish copyrighted lyrics -- is studied in detail.  The results show that sites 

ŎƻǇȅƛƴƎ  ǎƻƴƎ ƭȅǊƛŎǎ ƻǳǘǊŀƴƪ ¸ŀƘƻƻΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻǾŜǊ ул҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ¸ŀƘƻƻ ŀƴŘ DƻƻƎƭŜ 

search rankings 

Methodology 

Attributor fed the lyrics from 14 songs into the Attributor system as content sources on 9/12/07 

representing the top songs across various genres on Billboard Online.  The lyrics to the songs by 50 Cent 

and Kanye West were added on 9/19/07, about one week after the release of their competing albums. 

¦ƳōǊŜƭƭŀ όwƛƘŀƴƴŀύΣ .ŜŦƻǊŜ IŜ /ƘŜŀǘǎ ό/ŀǊǊƛŜ ¦ƴŘŜǊǿƻƻŘύΣ .ƛƎ DƛǊƭǎ 5ƻƴΩǘ /Ǌȅ όCŜǊƎƛŜύΣ .ƭŜŜŘ ƛǘ hǳǘ 

ό[ƛƴƪƛƴ tŀǊƪύΣ .ŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ DƛǊƭǎ ό{Ŝŀƴ YƛƴƎǎǘƻƴύΣ ¸ƻǳ /ŀƴΩǘ {ǘƻǇ ǘƘŜ .Ŝŀǘ όIŀƛǊǎǇǊŀȅ {ƻǳƴŘǘǊŀŎƪύΣ /ŀƴΩǘ ¢Ŝƭƭ 

Me Nothing (Kanye West), The Pretender (Foo Fighters), Stronger (Kanye West), Plies (Shawty), I Get 

Money (50 Cent), Let it Go (Keyshia Cole), Ayo Technology (50 Cent),  and Good Life (Kanye West). 

  

http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2006/12/25/BUGOBN387R1.DTL
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Analysis 

I.  Whereabouts of Matches 

There are nearly 300 unique sites hosting matching lyrics content. 90% of matches appear on a lyrics 

site, social network/blog page (like MySpace and Xanga), forum, or media site (a site hosting one or 

more forms of media- like audio or video). Here is the exact site-count breakdown across these 

categories: 
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Social 
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39%Everywhere 

Else
61%

Where are the Matches?

MySpace.com
47%

All Other 
Networks & 

Blogs
53%

Within the Networks and Blogs?

Boys
14%

Girls
86%

Who's Doing the Copying on Myspace?

II. Social Networks, Blogs, and MySpace: Do Boys Download and Girls Copy? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Within the social networks and blogs category, 

MySpace.com singlehandedly accounts for almost 

half of the matches! About 19% of all the matches 

in this research appear on MySpace pages.  Most 

copied MySpace song: Before He Cheats by Carrie 

Underwood. 

A very substantial chunk of the lyrics matches 

appear on social networks and blogs. 

A closer investigation of the MySpace pages hosting 

copied lyrics content revealed that girls are doing 

the vast majority of the copying. The average age of 

ŀ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ άŎƻǇƛŜǊέ ƛǎ нлΤ ƘŜǊ ƳŀƭŜ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊǇŀǊǘ 

averages 21 years. The results beg the ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΧ 

Are boys doing the downloading and girls the 

copying? 
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Are the Match Sites Profiting?

III. Commerciality, Profit, and Search Engines: Artists Not Getting Fair Share 

Out of the 1,524 total matches, almost 914 of them appeared on pages with ads. To achieve a more 

relevant understanding of commerciality when it comes to lyrics duplication, it is worth investigating 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƛǘŜ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊǘ ŀōƻǾŜ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭƛǘȅΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ 

look: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nearly 90% of the matches on lyrics sites are commercial! About 70% of matches on media sites, social 

networks/blogs, and uncategorized sites are also commercial. These numbers are astoundingly high and 

have many implications in the search engine arena, which will be covered later in this report. The 

matches appearing on forums contain ads less frequently, but are still profiting off of the duplicated 

content. Almost 20% of all the matches appeared on indivƛŘǳŀƭ ǳǎŜǊǎΩ aȅ{ǇŀŎŜ ǇŀƎŜǎΗ While this use of 

content is still a potential violation of copyright, the content monetization factor becomes less 

troublesome, especially when compared to a lyrics site that ranks high in search engines and copies and 

pastes its way to steady advertising revenue. 
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Below is a list of the five lyrics ǎƛǘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƳŀǘŎƘŜǎΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŜŀŎƘ ǎƛǘŜΩǎ 

copyright/content policy: 

1. Completealbumlyrics.comΥ ά{ƻƴƎ ƭȅǊƛŎǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǇȅǊƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴŜǊǎΣ ƛƴ 

ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 5a/!Φέ 

2. Anysonglyrics.com: there is no statement about lyrics copyright. The site does have an updating 

ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǎƻƴƎǎΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜȄǘ άLŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƭȅǊƛŎǎ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴƎǎ ōŜƭƻǿΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŜƳŀƛƭ 

ŀƴȅǎƻƴƎƭȅǊƛŎǎϪƘƻǘƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳΦέ 

3. Azlyrics.comΥ ά!ƭƭ ƭȅǊƛŎǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǇȅǊƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴŜǊǎΦ !ƭƭ ƭȅǊƛŎǎ ǇǊƻǾƛded for 

educational purposes only.έ 

4. Lyricsmode.comΥ άLyricsMode.com is a comprehensive online music resource which is providing 

text lyrics for music compositions. At the current moment LyricsMode.com has more than 

550,000 lyrics for more than 20,000 artists and this amount grows day-by-ŘŀȅΦέ 

5. Songlyrics.comΥ ά[ȅǊƛŎǎ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǎƻƴƎƭȅǊƛŎǎΦŎƻƳ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ¦.S. Copyright Laws 

and are the property of their respective authors, artists and labels. 

Commercial use prohibited. Songlyrics.com is a not-for-profit organization. 

!ƭƭ ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘǎ ŀǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ƛǘǎ ǎŜǊǾŜǊǎΦέ 

There are hundreds, if not thousands, of lyrics sites on the Web, many of which offer copyright 

explanations similar to these. The sites often acknowledge that lyrics are property and copyright of their 

owners, but in practice do not acknowledge any limitations on the use or commercialization of lyrics 

content.  This may be because in many cases the lyrics have been derived through informal 

transcription, and for any particular lyric ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎ άƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭέ ǎƛǘŜ ƻǿƴŜŘ ƻǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 

lyrics rightsholder. .  

The following excerpt is from a Cnet.com News article dated April 17, 2007: 

άIn April, Yahoo and Gracenote launched an online lyrics service that has received the rights from music 
publishers, like Universal Music Publishing Group and Sony/ATV Music Publishing, to republish 
copyrighted lyrics. At the time the deal was announced, Gracenote Chief Executive Craig Palmer told 
Reuters that licensed lyrics services could add as much as $100 million a year to the $4 billion the music 
publishing indusǘǊȅ Ǉƻǎǘǎ ƛƴ ǊŜǾŜƴǳŜǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭƭȅΦέ 

The ad revenue sharing program setup between Gracenote and Yahoo is the only such one to date, 

making Yahoo! the only authorized host of copyrighted lyrics content. Since the success of the program 

appears to be defined in terms of advertising revenue, directing relevant web traffic to the Yahoo! Music 

pages is of the utmost importance. Search engines play a vital role in this process. Below is a table 

containing each song used in this research along with Google and Yahoo! search engine match data.  

bƻǘŜΥ ! ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎƻƴƎΩǎ ƭȅǊƛŎǎ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊƳŀǘǘŜŘ ά{ƻƴƎ Ҍ ƭȅǊƛŎǎΦέ 9ȄΥ ά{ǘǊƻƴƎŜǊ ƭȅǊƛŎǎέΦ άtƻǎƛǘƛƻƴέ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ 

rank on results page. If a Yahoo! Music match did not appear on the first three pages of search results, 

its position is listed as 31- the first entry on a potential fourth page of search results. 

 

 

http://www.news.com/8301-10784_3-5844883-7.html
http://music.yahoo.com/lyrics
http://www.reuters.com/article/musicNews/idUSN2419515620070424
http://www.reuters.com/article/musicNews/idUSN2419515620070424
http://www.reuters.com/article/musicNews/idUSN2419515620070424
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Match Positions on Leading Search Engines 

 

 The average Yahoo! Music match on a Google search appears on the third page. 

 Only one Yahoo! Music match appeared on the first page of a Google search, in last place. 

 The average Yahoo! Music position in a Yahoo! search is 3.6. 

 All of the song lyrics that were loaded into the Attributor system had matches that ranked 

higher than the Yahoo! Music version in either the Google or Yahoo! search engines. On 

average, the match was ranked 12 places above the Yahoo! Music version. 

 !ƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴƎ ƭȅǊƛŎǎ ƘŀŘ ƳŀǘŎƘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŀƴƪŜŘ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ¸ŀƘƻƻΗ aǳǎƛŎ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ DƻƻƎƭŜΩǎ 

search engine. On average, the match was ranked 22 places above the Yahoo! Music version. 

 81҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴƎ ƭȅǊƛŎǎ ƘŀŘ ƳŀǘŎƘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŀƴƪŜŘ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ¸ŀƘƻƻΗ aǳǎƛŎ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ ¸ŀƘƻƻΗΩǎ 

search engine. On average, the match was ranked 3 places above the Yahoo! Music version. 

                         Google                          Yahoo!  

Song Highest Match Position Yahoo! Music Position Highest Match Position Yahoo! Music Position 

Ayo Technology 2 14 - 1 

/ŀƴΩǘ ¢Ŝƭƭ aŜ bƻǘƘƛƴƎ 1 31 1 2 

Good Life 1 31 1 2 

I Get Money 1 26 - 1 

Let It Go 1 31 2 7 

Stronger 1 29 1 6 

The Pretender 2 31 2 3 

The Way I Are 3 10 2 3 

Umbrella 2 13 1 8 

/ŀƴΩǘ {ǘƻǇ ǘƘŜ .Ŝŀǘ 2 31 2 5 

Bleed it Out 1 18 - 1 

.ƛƎ DƛǊƭǎ 5ƻƴΩǘ /Ǌȅ 2 19 3 5 

Before He Cheats 1 11 1 2 

Beautiful Girls 2 31 1 5 

Average 1.6 23.3 1.6 3.6 
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The song lyrics situation is essentially this: unauthorized lyrics sites that are primed for search engine 

success are being bombarded with consequently profitable advertisements. The following is a visual 

case-ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ most duplicated song, Umbrella by Rihanna. 

The Attributor match page shows a list of the content matches: 
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Now the actual match page, with the duplicated text highlighted: 
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! ¸ŀƘƻƻΗ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ά¦ƳōǊŜƭƭŀ ƭȅǊƛŎǎέ ǊŜǘǳǊƴǎ ǘƘŜ [ȅǊƛŎǎƳƻŘŜΦŎƻƳ ƳŀǘŎƘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀƴŘ the Yahoo! Music 

match eighth. 
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! DƻƻƎƭŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ά¦ƳōǊŜƭƭŀ ƭȅǊƛŎǎέ ǊŜǘǳǊƴǎ ǘƘŜ ¸ŀƘƻƻΗ aǳǎƛŎ ƳŀǘŎƘ in the thirteenth position, which 

(in the default setting) appeared on the second page of search results. The Lyricsmode.com match 

comes in at third on Google. Here is page two of the search results. 
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No
43%

Yes
57%

Do matches appear on pages w/ads?

No
12%

Yes
88%

Do matches on other lyrics sites 
appear on pages w/ads?

IV. More on Monetization: Two Telling Statistics on Ads and Similarity 

Search engines such as Google are a primary means by which consumers find lyrics sites and specific 

lyrics of interest.  Google ranks search results based on factors such as the number and quality of links to 

a site.  Because there is no consistent connection between these factors and the originality of a site, it 

presents challenges for artists and music distributors to extract the full commercial value of their lyrical 

works through traffic and advertising.  To understand this better, we looked at two more factors:  1) 

how closely is lyric content being copied? Verbatim? Only some? And 2) How much of the duplicated 

content appears on pages with ads? The charts below answer these questions: 
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V. A Closer Look at Ads 

Ads appear on pages hosting duplicated lyrics content nearly 60% of the time. Who exactly is profiting 

from these ads? Which ad networks are most prevalent? This section of the report focuses on providing 

insight that answers those questions, and more. 

Below are two tables. The first contains data for the ten sites yielding the highest number of content 

matches. The second contains data -- including search engine statistics -- for the sites most frequently 

appearing at the top of a Google search results page for lyrics to the songs in this study:* 

Data for Top 10 Highest Match Count Domains 

Site Category Match Count Ad Network 

Myspace.com Social/Blog 253 AdSense 
Multiply.com Social/Blog 153 AdSense 
Blogspot.com Social/Blog 132 Other 
Splinder.com Social/Blog 35 AdSense 
MyLivePage.com Social/Blog 25 Other 
U2Download.com Lyrics 19 AdSense 
CompleteAlbumLyrics.com Lyrics 15 AdSense 
MetroLyrics.com Lyrics 14 AdSense 
LyricsAndSongs.com Lyrics 13 AdSense 
AnySongLyrics.com Lyrics 11 Other 

 

Data for Sites Most Frequently Appearing High in Google Lyrics Searches 

*The top five most copied songs and three of the new releases were used in the search 

 98% of matches on the first five sites in a Google lyrics search contain ads. 

 Nearly 90% of matches on the first five sites in a Google lyrics search contain AdSense ads. 

 75% of matches on the top 10 list are on pages containing AdSense ads. 

 Myspace.com, the single biggest host of copied song lyrics, uses AdSense. 

 Metrolyrics.com and completealbumlyrics.com, one of which will appear first in a Google lyrics 

search almost 100% of the time, both contain AdSense ads. 

Site Category Frequency in Google 
Top 5 

Average Rank on 
Results Page 

Ad Network 

MetroLyrics.com Lyrics 100% 1.4 AdSense 
CompleteAlbumLyrics.com Lyrics 75% 1.8 AdSense 
ELyrics.net Lyrics 75% 3 Other 
LyricsMode.com Lyrics 63% 4 AdSense 
AZLyrics.com Lyrics 25% 5 Other 
Kovideo.net Lyrics 25% 4.5 AdSense 
AnySongLyrics.com Lyrics 13% 3 AdSense 
Sing365.com Lyrics 13% 4 AdSense 
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What Kinds of Ads are Present?

Within that 90% of AdSense matches appearing at the top of Google search results, what kinds of ads 

are running? Is Google doing a better job of targeting lyrics browsers with advertising for products and 

services they would be interested in? 

95% of AdSense ads on pages with duplicated lyrics are contextual, meaning they are advertising a 

product or service based on the content of the page. When the other ad networks are factored in, that 

number falls to 85%. The following chart represents data across all the ad networks involved, not just 

AdSense. !ǊŜŀ ƛǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǘŀƭ ǇŀƎŜǎ ƛƴ DƻƻƎƭŜΩs top five containing that type 

of ad (based on search results for all of the songs in this research). Pages can contain more than one 

kind of ad, which is why the percentages exceed 100 percent in total. Ex: the first bar can be explained 

ŀǎΣ άун҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘŎƘ ǇŀƎŜǎ ƛƴ DƻƻƎƭŜΩǎ ǘƻǇ ŦƛǾŜ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŀƴ ŀŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǊƛƴƎǘƻƴŜΦέ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To understand why Ringtone ads appear most and lyrics are copied, one only has to look at the high 

Cost-per-ŎƭƛŎƪ ǊŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ ƻƴ DƻƻƎƭŜΩǎ !Ř{ŜƴǎŜ ς a range of $1.71 per $2.23 is earned for every 

click on a site copying lyrics. 
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VI. Advertisement Screenshots 

The following screenshots are examples of the different types of ads spread across the domains that 

frequently appear high in a Google lyrics search result: 
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