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Song Lyrics Research Report

Introductionand Key Takeaways

Song lyrics arene of themost popular consumer contemtategorieson the Web.¢ K S LIKdniy & S >

f & NJA Qhesixtharost popular search query in 2006ad the Ask.conmstudy), excludinggueries for
individual song titles or lyric phrases. According to Compete.com, three popular lyrics sites (lyrics.com,
azlyrics.com and sing365.com) aggregated over 10M visitdrdyr2007.

Key Takeaways

Song lyrics are copiedtexsively across lyrics aggregators, fan sites and social netwdgzsi
copies were found across 300 sites.

This proliferation of lyrics content represents a significantly underutilized business opportunity
for artists and music distributors. éehents of this opportunity include the ability to increase
traffic and search rank of official sites by harvesting attribution links from copies; potential
revenue sharing from advertising on pages with lyrics content; and the ability to place
promotionalinformation or widgets on pages that include lyrics.

The lyrics phenomenon illustrates the complex relationships between links, search engine
results and advertising networksAdvertisinedriven lyrics sites place well in popular search
engines such as @gle, and advertising systems such as Google AdSense present high click
value advertising that in many cases is specifically targeted to the specific lyrics copied.
The performance oYahoo Musi-- the only online lyrics service to receive rights from mus
publishers to republish copyrighted lyriess studied in detail. The resulibow that sites
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search rankings

Methodology

Attributor fed the lyrics from 14 songsto the Attributor system as content sources on 9/12/07
representing the top songs across various genres on Billboard Online. The lyrics to the songs by 50 Cent
and Kanye West were added on 9/19/07, about one week after ¢tease of their competing albums.
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Me Nothing (Kaye West), The Pretender (Foo Fighters), Stronger (Kanye West), Plies (Shawty), | Get
Money (50 Cent), Let it Go (Keyshia Cole), Ayo Technology (50 &eh§pod Life (Kanye West)
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http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2006/12/25/BUGOBN387R1.DTL

Number of Sites
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Analysis

. Whereabouts of Matches

There are nearly 300 unique sitegdting mathing lyrics content. 90% of matchagpearon a lyrics
site, social néwork/blog page (like MySpace and Xanga), forum, or media site (a site hosting one or
more forms of medialike audio or video). Hera the exact siteeount breakdowracrosshese

categories:
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[I. Social Networks, Blogs, and MySpd»e Boys Download and Girls Copy?

A very substantial chunk of the lyrics matches
appear on social networks and blogs.

N

Within the social networks and blogs category,
MySpace.com singlehandedly accounts for almo
half of the matches! About 19% of all the matche
in this research appear on MySpace pages. Mos
copied MySpace songefore He Cheatsy Carrie
Underwood.

N

A closer investigation of the MySpace pages hosti
copied lyrics content revealed that girls are doing
the vast majority of the copying. The average age
I FSYFHES GaO2LIASNE Aa H
averages 21 years. The results beglithdzS a G A 3
Are boys doing the downloading and girls the
copying?

Where are the Matches?

Within the Networks and Blogs™

Who's Doing the Copying on Myspace




Percent of Matches with Ad(s)
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[ll. Commerciality, Profit, and Search Engirfasists Not Getting Fair Share

Out ofthe 1,524 total matchesalmost914 of them appeared on pages wittds. To achieve a more
relevantunderstanding of commerciality when it comes to lyrics duplication, it is worth investigating
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look:

Are the Match Sites Profiting~
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Nearly 90%f the matcheson lyrics sites are commerciadlbout 70% dmatches on media sites, social
networks/blogsand uncategorized sitee also commercial. These numbers are astoundingly high and

have many implications in the search engine arena, which will be coveredndkes report. The

matches appearing oforumscontain ads less frequently, but are still profiting off of the duplicated

content. AiImost 2@% of all the matches appeared on inkliR dzI f  dza S NE QWhieitHisluBe 6fS LJ- 3 S &
content is still a potentialislation of copyright, the content monetization factor becomes less

troublesome, especially when compared to a lyrics site thaks high in search engines atwpies and

pastes its way to steady adrtisingrevenue.
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Belowis alistofthe five lyriégsA 1 S& A GK (GKS KAIKSad ydzyoSNI 2F YI GC

copyright/content policy:

1. Completealbumlyrics.coft a{ 2y 3 f &@NAO& I NB LINRBLISNI& IyR O2LJ

O2YLX Al yOS 6AGK G4KS 5a/ ! ®¢
2. Anysonglyrics.conthere is no statement about lyric®pyright. The site does have an updating
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3. Azlyricscoty a! ff fe@NROA I NBE LINBLISNI& | geRforO2 LI NA 3K

educational purposes onky.

4. Lyricsmode.con LydicsMode.conis a comprehensive online music resource which is providing
text lyrics for music compositions. At the current moment LyricsMode.com has more than
550,000 lyrics for more than 20,000 aftisnd this amount grows day-R | & & ¢

5. Songlyrics.cod G [ @ NA O&a O2y il Ay SR 4 A.SGopyyightiaw 3t & NA O&a 002

and are the property of their respective authors, artists and labels.
Commercial use prohibited. Songlyrics.com is afapprofit organization.
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There are hundreds, if not thousands, of lyrics sites on the \Wielnyof whichoffer copyright

explanations similar to these. The sitefsen acknowledge that lyrics are property@ copyright of their
owners, butin practice do not acknowledge any limitations on the use or commercialization of lyrics
content. This may be because in many cases the lyrics have been derived through informal
transcription, and for any particular lyicK SNBS A a y2 20@A2dza G2FFAOALf ¢
lyrics rightsholder.

The following excerpt is from a @xcom News article datedpkil 17, 2007:

an April, Yahoo an@racenotdaunched aronline lyrics serviciat has received the rights from music
publishers, like Universal Music Publishing Group and Sony/ATV Music Publishing, to republish
copyrighted lyrics. At the time the deal svannounced, Gracenote Chief Executive Craig P&dtder
Reuterghat licensed lyrics services could add as much as $100 million a year to the $4 billion the music
publishinginded NB L2 aida Ay NBG@SydzSa |yydzZ ffedé

The ad revenue sharing program setup between Gracenote and Yahoo is the only such one to date,
making Yahoo! the only authorized host of copyrighted lyrics content. Since the success of the program
appears to be defined iterms of advertising revenyelirecting relevant web traffic to the Yahoo! Music
pages is of the utmost importance. Search engines play a vital role in this prBekss.is a table
containingeach song used in this reseamlong withGoogle and Yaho®earch engine matctata.
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rank on results pagef a Yahoo! Music match did not appear on the first three pages of search results,
its position & listed as 3the first entry ona potentialfourth page of search results.


http://www.news.com/8301-10784_3-5844883-7.html
http://music.yahoo.com/lyrics
http://www.reuters.com/article/musicNews/idUSN2419515620070424
http://www.reuters.com/article/musicNews/idUSN2419515620070424
http://www.reuters.com/article/musicNews/idUSN2419515620070424
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Match Positions on Leading Search Engines

Google Yahoo!

Song Highest Match Position Yahoo! Music Position Highest MatchPosition Yahoo! Music Position
Ayo Technology 2 14 - 1
I FyQild ¢S¢tf 1 31 1 2
Good Life 1 31 1 2
| Get Money 1 26 - 1
Let It Go 1 31 2 7
Stronger 1 29 1 6
The Pretender 2 31 2 3
The Way | Are 3 10 2 3
Umbrella 2 13 1 8
I'FyQid {G2L 2 31 2 5
Bleed it Out 1 18 - 1
. A3 DANI a 2 19 3 5
Before He Cheats 1 11 1 2
Beautiful Girls 2 31 1 5
Average 1.6 23.3 1.6 3.6

e The average Yahoo! Music match on a Google search appears on the third page
e Only one Yahoo! Music matetppeared on the first page of a Google search, in last place
e The average Yahoo! Music position in a Yahoo! search is 3.6.
o All of the song lyrics that were loaded into the Attributor system had matches that ranked
higher than the Yahoo! Music version ither the Google or Yahoo! search engines. On
average, the match was ranked 12 places above the Yahoo! Music version.
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search engine. On average, the match watkea 22 places abovhe YahooMusicversion.
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search engine. On average, the match was ranked 3 places above the Yahoo! Music version.



Attributor

The sondyrics situations essentially this: unauthorized lyrics sites that are primeddarch engine
successare beéng bombarded with consequentpyrofitable advertisementsThe following is &isual
casea (1 dzRe& 2 F ihdstidaplicatdti @y &lkiredaiby Rihanna

The Atributor match page shows a list of the content matches:

3 Attributor - Mozilla Firefox

Fle Edit View History Bookmarks Tools Help
@ -2 - @ ﬁ L http:/fbeta.attributor com/sttrbuter /drilSource .action?flir appld=yR5c=585083298mm= 2atr=_cmrcl=Asm=18sb=smscr | v | G
B Getting Started B Latest Headines £Z Zimbra: Inbox
Who is this? Al matches from this domain A
AnimeTotal :: Yer tema - ~? Karaoke MichelLe ?~ @ € 98% Ay 971372007
tihanna Jay-z: ahuh ahuh (yea rihanna) ahuh ahuh (good gid gone bad) ahuh ahuh (take three action) ahuh ahuh no clouds L. eh) come o down with the dow jones
when the clouds come we gone we rocafella ... eh) she fly higher than weather and she rocks it better you know me an anticipation for precipitation stacks chips for
t... eh) jay rain man is back with lil ms sunshine rihanna where you at [verse 1] you had my heart and we |l never be world a .. shine together told you
http:/fanirnetotal. rultiforo s, esiiewtopic. php?t=544 Sview=previous
Wiho is this? All matches from this domain
AnimeTotal ;@ Yer tema - ~7 Karaokle MichelLe 7~ @ 0 Bﬁ%ﬁ 9/13/2007
tihanna jay-z: ahuh ahuh (yea rihanna) ahuh ahuh (good gid gone bad) ahuh ahuhb (take three action) ahub ahuh po clouds . eh) corme nodown with the dow jones
when the clouds come we gone we rocafella ... eh) she fly higher than weather and she rocks it better you know me an anticipation for precipitation stacks chips for
t... eh) jay rain man is back with lil ms sunshine rihanna where you at [verse 1] you had my heart and we |l never be world a ... shine together told you
http:/fanirmetotal. multiforos. esfiewtopic. php?t=045
Wiho is this? All matches from this domain
AnimeTotal o2 Ver terma - ~7 Karaoke Michel Le 7~ () () 98% Ay 2/13/2007
rihanna jay-z: ahuh ahuh (yea rihanna) ahuh ahuh (good girl gone bad) ahuh ahuh (take three action) ahuh ahuh no clouds ... eh) come n down with the dow jones
when the clouds come we gone we rocafella ... eh) she fly higher than weather and she rocks it better you know me an anticipation for precipitation stacke chips for
t ... eh) jay rain man is back with lil ms sunshine rihanna where you at [verse 1] you had my heart and we Il never be world a ... shine together told you
http:/fanirnetatal multiforos. esiiewtopic. php?p=29282
Who is this? Al matches from this-domai
Rihanna - Umbrella lyrics | Lyricshode. cam @ 0 98% /2007
jay-z: ahuh ahuh {yea rihanna) ahuh ahuh (good gil gone bad) ahuh hoh (take three action) ahuh shuh no clouds in my st ... eh) come n down with the dow jones
when the clouds corme we gone we rocafella . eh) she fly higher thanjweather and she rocks it better you know me an anticipation for precipitation stacks chips for
t ... eh) jay rain man is back with lil ms sunshine rihanna where youat [verse 1] you had my heart and we |l never be world a .. shine together told you
http: /s lyricsmode. com/lyrics/irihannafumbrella. html
iz this? Al matches from this domain
YouTube PP7P777777P7-YouTube 777777 @ 98%/~ 91272007
ahuh ahuh (yea rihanna) ahuh ahuh (good girl gone bad) ahub ahuh (take three action) ahuh ahuh no clouds in my storms le . eh) cofme n down with the dow jones
when the clouds come we gone we rocafella ... eh) she fly higher than weather and she rocks it better you know me an anticipation for precipitation stacks chips for
t ... eh) jay rain man is back with lil ms sunshine rihanna where you at [verse 1] you had my heart and we || never be world a ... i |l always be your frie
http:/fyourideo. heternl jofresult. phpS Ptag=shines
Who is this? All matches from this domain
Mews for tag-gloucester-Trent Lott tag developers tag soccer Balls @ 0 97"-‘6/~ 9/12/2007
jay-z: ahuh ahuh {yea rihanna) ahuh ahuh (good gil gone bad) ahuh ahuh (take three action) ahuh ahuh no clouds in my st ... eh) come n down with the dow jones
when the clouds corme we gone we rocafella ... eh) she fly higher than weather and she rocks it better you know me an anticipation for precipitation stacks chips for
t... eh) jay rain man is back with lil ... jay-z: ahub ahoh (yea rihanna) ahuh ahub (good gid gone bad) ahuh ahuhb (take three action) shuh ahuh no clouds
http: v jamespot. com/newsfen/S0tag-gloucester-Trant+LottHag+developers+tag+soccer+Balls html
Who is this? All matches from this domain
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